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Twenty-nine poets writing from the 1603 ascension of James I, the first Stuart King, and the
Restoration of the monarchy in 1660, are included in this Norton Critical Edition. A time of
political and social unrest in England, this period produced some of the greatest poetry in English.
This volume includes the major poets—John Donne, Ben Jonson, George Herbert, John Milton,
and Andrew Marvell—the major women writers of the era—Aemilia Lanyer, Mary Wroth, Anne
Bradstreet, Margaret Cavendish, and Katherine Philips—and nineteen other poets essential to an
understanding of English literature in the seventeenth century. The poems are accompanied by
headnotes and explanatory annotations.

"Criticism" is divided into two sections. The first, "Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century
Criticism," includes commentary by contemporary poets and biographers, among them Ben
Jonson, John Dryden, and Samuel Johnson. The second, "Recent Criticism," brings together twenty
critical examinations of the period and its poets, including essays by T. S. Eliot, Janel Mueller,
Aldous Huxley, W. H. Auden, Joseph Summers, Laurence Babb, Gerald Hammond, Eavan
Boland, Leah Marcus, and William Kerrigan.

A Selected Biography is also included.

Ooon

John P. Rumrich is Thaman Professor of English at the University of Texas at Austin. He is the
author of Matter of Glory and Milton Unbound as well as numerous articles on seventeenth-
century literature. He is co-editor of Milton and Heresy.
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Preface

The Texts of the Poems

AEMILIA LANYER (1569— 1645)
From Salve Deus Rex Judaeorum (1611)
To the Queen’ s Most Excellent Majesty
To All Virtuous Ladies in General

From Salve Deus Rex Judaeorum

The Description of Cookham

JOHN DONNE (1572— 1631)

From Poems (1633)

From Songs and Sonnets



The Good Morrow

Song ["Go and catch a falling star"]
The Undertaking

The Sun Rising

The Indifferent

The Canonization

Air and Angels

The Anniversary

Twickenham Garden

Confined Love

A Valediction: Of Weeping

Love’ s Alchemy

The Flea

A Nocturnal upon Saint Lucy’ s Day, Being the Shortest Day
The Bait

The Apparition

A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning
The Ecstasy

The Funeral

The Blossom

The Relic

The Damp

Farewell to Love

A Lecture upon the Shadow

From Elegies

Elegy 6. Nature’ s Lay Idiot

Elegy 8. To His Mistress Going to Bed
Elegy 14. Love’ sProgress

Heroical Epistle

Sappho to Philaenis

From Satires

Satire 3 ["Kind pity chokes my spleen”]
Verse Letters

The Storm

The Calm

To Sir Henry Wotton ["Sir, more than kisses’ "]
To the Countess of Bedford [*Madam, you have refined me"]
From An Anatomy of the World: The First Anniversary
Divine Poems

Holy Sonnets

1 ["As due by many titles | resign”]

2 ['Oh my black soul!"]



3["Thisis my play’ s last scene”]

4 ["Atthe round earth’ simagined corners"]

5 ["if poisonous minerals"]

6 ["'Death be not proud"]

7 ["Spit in my face you Jews"]

8 ["Why are we by all creatures waited on?"]

9 ["What if this present were the world’ s last night?"]
10 ["Batter my heart"]

17 ["Since she whom | loved hath paid her last debt"]
18 ["'Show me, dear Christ"]

19 ["Oh, to vex me"]

Good Friday, 1613. Riding Westward

A Hymn to Christ, at the Author’ s Last Going into Germany
Hymn to God, my God, in my Sickness

A Hymn to God the Father

BEN JONSON (1572— 1637)

From The Works of Benjamin Jonson (1616)

From Epigrams

I. To The Reader

I1. To My Book

IV. To King James

IX. To All, To Whom | Write

XI. On Something That Walks Somewhere

XIV. To William Camden

XVIII. To My Mere English Censurer

XXII. On My First Daughter

XLV. On My First Son

LIX. On Spies

LXXVI. On Lucy, Countess of Bedford

LXXI1X. To Elizabeth, Countess of Rutland

LXXXIII. To a Friend

XCI. To Sir Horace Vere

XCIV. To Lucy, Countess of Bedford, with Mr. Donne’ s Satires
XCVI. To John Donne

ClI. Inviting a Friend to Supper

CXX. Epitaph on S.P., a Child of Q. El. Chapel
Textual Notes

Criticism

Selected Bibliography
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