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The text of this Norton Critical Edition is that of the first edition of the novel, published by D.
Appleton & Company in 1895, conservatively emended. As in previous editions, Crane’ s
uncancelled but unpublished manu* pages, including his discarded Chapter XII, are presented in an
appendix. To assist the reader, the editor has annotated obscure terms and allusions.

"Backgrounds and Sources" contains biographical, historical, and contextual material on both The
Red Badge of Courage and the war fiction genre.

Frederick Crews, Donald Pizer, Harold R. Hungerford, Eric Solomon, and J. C. Levenson provide
the framework for understanding the novel as both literature and history.

A selection of Stephen Crane’ s letters and an illustration from the battle of Chancellorsville, upon
which the novel is based, are also included.

"Criticism" is a collection of fourteen essays (six of them new to the Third Edition) representing the
best of what has been written about The Red Badge of Courage, from the earliest estimates to the
expressions of current schools of critical interpretation. The text of this Norton Critical Edition is
that of the first edition of the novel, published by D. Appleton & Company in 1895, conservatively
emended. As in previous editions, Crane’ s uncancelled but unpublished manu* pages, including
his discarded Chapter XII, are presented in an appendix. To assist the reader, the editor has
annotated obscure terms and allusions. "Backgrounds and Sources" contains biographical,
historical, and contextual material on both The Red Badge of Courage and the war fiction genre.
Frederick Crews, Donald Pizer, Harold R. Hungerford, Eric Solomon, and J. C. Levenson provide
the framework for understanding the novel as both literature and history. A selection of Stephen
Crane’ s letters and an illustration from the battle of Chancellorsville, upon which the novel is
based, are also included. "Criticism™ is a collection of fourteen essays (six of them new to the Third
Edition) representing the best of what has been written about The Red Badge of Courage, from the
earliest estimates to the expressions of current schools of critical interpretation. Early assessments by
Stephen Crane (in a self-judgment), George Wyndham, and Frank Norris are accompanied by
those of mid-to late-twentieth-century critics R. W. Stallman, John E. Hart, Charles C. Walcutt,
John Fraser, Robert M. Rechnitz, Harry B. Henderson, James Nagel, Donald Pizer, Amy Kaplan,
David Halliburton, and James Cox. A new Chronology and an updated Selected Bibliography

are also included.
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A Note on the Text
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TEXTUAL APPENDIX
Emendations
The Manuscript of The Red Badge of Courage - Uncanceled Passages and the Discarded Chapter
Xl
Backgrounds and Sources
STEPHEN CRANE: AN INTRODUCTION
Frederick C. Crews, [Crane’ s Life and Times]
Stephen Crane, Letters: A Selection
Donald Pizer, [Crane and The Red Badge of Courage: A Guide to Criticism]
SOURCES
Stampede of the Eleventh Corps on the Plank Road
Harold R. Hungerford, "That Was at Chancellorsville": The Factual Framework of The Red Badge
of Courage
Eric Solomon, A Definition of the War Novel
J.C. Levenson, [Tolstoy’ s Sebastopol and The Red Badge of Courage]
Criticism
EARLY ESTIMATES
Stephen Crane, The Veteran
George Wyndham, A Remarkable Book
Frank Norris, The Green Stone of Unrest
THE MODERN CRITICAL REVIVAL
R.W. Stallman, Stephen Crane: A Revaluation
John E. Hart, The Red Badge of Courage as Myth and Symbol
Charles C. Walcutt, [Stephen Crane: Naturalist]
John Fraser, Crime and Forgiveness: The Red Badge of Courage in Time of War
Robert M. Rechnitz, Depersonalization and the Dream in The Red Badge of Courage
Harry B. Henderson, The Red Badge of Courage: The Search for Historical Identity
James Nagel, [Impressionism in The Red Badge of Courage: Text, Theme, and Form
Amy Kaplan, The Spectacle of War in Crane’ s Revision of History
David Halliburton, Eternal Fact and Mere Locality: The Red Badge of Courage
James Cox, On Stephen Crane’ s The Red Badge of Courage
Stephen Crane: A Chronology
Selected Bibliography
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