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内容简介

Piers Plowman is one of the most significant works of medieval literature. Astonishing in its cultural
and theological scope, William Langland's iconoclastic masterpiece is at once a historical relic and a
deeply spiritual vision, probing not only the social and religious aristocracy but also the day-to-day
realities of a largely voiceless proletariat class.
E. Talbot Donaldson's translation of the text has been selected for this Norton Critical Edition
because of its skillful emulation of the original poem's distinct alliterative verse. Selections of the
authoritative Middle English text are also included for comparative analysis.
"Sources and Backgrounds" includes a large collection of contemporary religious and historical
documents pertaining to the poem, including selections from the Douai Bible, accounts of the
plague, and legal statutes.
"Criticism" includes twenty interpretive essays by leading medievalists, among them E. Talbot
Donaldson, George Kane, Jill Mann, Derek Pearsall, C. David Benson, and Elizabeth D. Kirk.Piers
Plowman is one of the most significant works of medieval literature. Astonishing in its cultural and
theological scope, William Langland's iconoclastic masterpiece is at once a historical relic and a
deeply spiritual vision, probing not only the social and religious aristocracy but also the day-to-day
realities of a largely voiceless proletariat class. E. Talbot Donaldson's translation of the text has been
selected for this Norton Critical Edition because of its skillful emulation of the original poem's
distinct alliterative verse. Selections of the authoritative Middle English text are also included for
comparative analysis. "Sources and Backgrounds" includes a large collection of contemporary
religious and historical documents pertaining to the poem, including selections from the Douai
Bible, accounts of the plague, and legal statutes. "Criticism" includes twenty interpretive essays by
leading medievalists, among them E. Talbot Donaldson, George Kane, Jill Mann, Derek Pearsall, C.
David Benson, and Elizabeth D. Kirk. A Glossary and Selected Bibliography are also included. 
作者简介：  ELIZABETH ROBERTSON is Professor of English at the University f Colorado at
Boulder. She is a co-founder of the Medieval Feminist Newsletter (now the Medieval Feminist
Forum) and the Society for Medieval Feminist Scholarship. She is the author of Early English
Devotional Prose and the Female Audience and, forthcoming, Chaucerian Consent. She is co-
author of Chaucer's Religious Tales (with C. David Benson) and Representing Rape in Medieval
and Early Modern Literature (with Christine Rose). Her edition of the Katherine Group is
forthcoming from TEAMS. The primary focus of her research is on gender and religion in medieval
English literature and she has published essays on that topic in collections and in Speculum and
Studies in the Age of Chaucer.
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