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Katniss is a 16-year-old girl living with her mother and younger sister in the poorest district of
Panem, the remains of what used be the United States. Long ago the districts waged war on the
Capitol and were defeated. As part of the surrender terms, each district agreed to send one boy and
one girl to appear in an annual televised event called, "The Hunger Games." The terrain, rules, and
level of audience participation may change but one thing is constant: kill or be killed. When Kat's
sister is chosen by lottery, Kat steps up to go in her place.
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Suzanne Collins is the author of the New York Times bestselling Underland Chronicles series,
which has more than one million books in print and is available in seven foreign editions. In the
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award-winning The Hunger Games and Catching Fire, Collins continues to explore the effects of
war and violence on those coming of age. The much-anticipated finale to The Hunger Games
trilogy, Mockingjay, will be published on August 24th, 2010. Also a successful writer for children's
television, Collins lives with her family in Connecticut.
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In a not-too-distant future, the United States of America has collapsed, weakened by drought, fire,
famine, and war, to be replaced by Panem, a country divided into the Capitol and 12 districts. Each
year, two young representatives from each district are selected by lottery to participate in The
Hunger Games. Part entertainment, part brutal intimidation of the subjugated districts, the televised
games are broadcasted throughout Panem as the 24 participants are forced to eliminate their
competitors, literally, with all citizens required to watch. When 16-year-old Katniss's young sister,
Prim, is selected as the mining district's female representative, Katniss volunteers to take her place.
She and her male counterpart, Peeta, the son of the town baker who seems to have all the fighting
skills of a lump of bread dough, will be pitted against bigger, stronger representatives who have
trained for this their whole lives. Collins's characters are completely realistic and sympathetic as they
form alliances and friendships in the face of overwhelming odds; the plot is tense, dramatic, and
engrossing. This book will definitely resonate with the generation raised on reality shows like
‘Survivor' and ‘American Gladiator.' Book one of a planned trilogy.

--Jane Henriksen Baird, Anchorage Public Library, AK
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