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内容简介

Remote, forbidding, and volatile, the Caspian Sea longtantalized the world with its vast oil reserves.
But outsiders,blocked by the closed Soviet system, couldn't get to it. Then theSoviet Union
collapsed, and a wholesale rush into the regionerupted. Along with oilmen, representatives of the
world's leadingnations flocked to the Caspian for a share of the thirty billionbarrels of proven oil
reserves at stake, and a tense geopoliticalstruggle began. The main players were Moscow and
Washington-theformer seeking to retain control of its satellite states, and thelatter intent on
dislodging Russia to the benefit of theWest.
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作者简介

Steve LeVine was based in Central Asia and the Caucasus for 11 years -- starting two weeks after the
Soviet collapse through 2003. He ran The Wall Street Journal bureau for the eight-nation region,
and before that covered it for The New York Times. From 1988-1992, LeVine was Newsweek's
Pakistan-based correspondent for that country and Afghanistan. Before that, he covered the
Philippines for Newsday from 1985-1988. He worked on The Wall Street Journal's oil staff through
January 2007. He is currently writing a new book on Russia that, among other things, will explain its
string of high-profile murders. LeVine actively blogs on Russian and Central Asian affairs on his
website.
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