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This edition of The Rise of Silas Lapham reprints the text established by Walter J. Meserve and
David J. Nordloh for A Selected Edition of W. D. Howells. Extensive Published by Indiana
University Press in 1971 and bearing the seal of the MLA Center for Editions of American Authors.
The copy-text used by Meserve and Nordloh was the novel as it was serialized in the Century
Illustrated Magazine in ten installments between october 8, 1884, and july 11, 1885. Decisions to
emend the serial text were based on study of the seven other American and English editions over
which Howells may have had sone control; of Howells' correspondence; and of records of the
publishing houses and copyright depositories. To this text extensive historical annotations have
been added to the text of this Norton Critical Edition.

The process of composition is followed through Howells?initial sketches and letters. Analysis of
the contemporary stereotypes and myths that Howells parodied in his novel is provided by Robert
Falk, Clark W. Bryan, Theodore Dreiser, and Robie Macauley, and by letters from Roswell Smith to
Howells. This edition of The Rise of Silas Lapham reprints the text established by Walter J. Meserve
and David J. Nordloh for A Selected Edition of W. D. Howells. Extensive Published by Indiana
University Press in 1971 and bearing the seal of the MLA Center for Editions of American Authors.
The copy-text used by Meserve and Nordloh was the novel as it was serialized in the Century
Illustrated Magazine in ten installments between october 8, 1884, and july 11, 1885. Decisions to
emend the serial text were based on study of the seven other American and English editions over
which Howells may have had sone control; of Howells' correspondence; and of records of the
publishing houses and copyright depositories. To this text extensive historical annotations have
been added to the text of this Norton Critical Edition. The process of composition is followed
through Howells?initial sketches and letters. Analysis of the contemporary stereotypes and myths
that Howells parodied in his novel is provided by Robert Falk, Clark W. Bryan, Theodore Dreiser,
and Robie Macauley, and by letters from Roswell Smith to Howells. Contemporary responses by
friends and readers, and by critics, illustrate the misunderstanding and hostility with which realistic
fiction was sometimes greeted in Howells? time. Critical essays by Donald Pizer, William R.
Manierre I, John E. Hart, Harold H. Kolb, George N. Bennett, Everett Carter, and G. Thomas
Tanselle represent a variety of ways in which the novel has engaged the attention of critics as well as
a broad selection of the critical methods that have been applied to it. As one of the primary
documents of American literary realism, the novel raises questions as to the meaning and utility of
realism as an aesthetic ideal. These questions are treated in essays by C. Hugh Holman, Henry
James, Larzer Ziff, Edwin H. Cady, Robert M. Figg, Charles L. Campbell, and Howells himself.
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Don L. Cook is Professor of English at Indiana University. He received his Ph.D. from the
University of California, Los Angeles, and has been granted a Fulbright award, an American
Philosophical Society grant, and an Eli Lilly Open Fellowship. He isone o
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Preface
The Text of The Rise of Silas Lapham
Textual Note: Hyphenation of Divided Words
Compostion and Backgrounds
COMPOSITION
W.D.Howells(] The Rise of Slas Needham
W.D.Howells] The "savings Bank" Notebook
W.D.Howells] The Letter to Richard Watson Gilder (July 31, 1884)
W.D.Howells(] The Letter to Mark Twain (August 10, 1884)
W.D.Howells(] The Letter to Henry James (August 22, 1884)
Ellen B.Ballould Gentlemen Publishers
[llustration: The Counting Room at the Riverside Press in the 1880s
W.D.Howells[] Letter to His Father (August 10, 1884)
W.D.Howells[] [Summer in New York]
Richard Watson Gilder[J Letter to W.D.Howells (February 18, 1885)
Roswell Smith[J Letter to W.D.Howells (February 18, 1885)
Textual Variations[] The Dynamite Passages
Cyrus L.Sulzberger[] Letter to W.D.Howells (July 12, 1885)
W.D.Howells[] Letter to Cyrus L.Sulzberger (July 17, 1885)
Cyrus L.Sulzberger[] Letter to W.D.Howells (July 18,1855)
Textual Variations[] The Jews
W.D.Howells and Paul Kester[ The Rise of Silas lapham: A Play
Robert Falk[] W.D.Howells: Maturity in Fiction
Clark W.Bryan[d The Literature of the household
Theodore Dreiserl] How he Climbed Fame's ladder
Rowell Smith[J Letters to W.D.Howells(March 7. 1885-April 6, 1885)
Robie Macauly[] Let Me Tell You About the Rich
Contemporary Responses
FRIENDS AND READERS
John Hay[ Letter to W.D. Howells (April 2, 1885)
Henry Norman[] Letter to W.D. Howells (April 4, 1885)
William James] Letter to W.D. Howells(March 5, 1885)
Harold Fredericl] Letter to W.D. Howells (May 5, 1885)
Clarence E.Buell] Letter to W.D. Howells(May 9, 1885)



W.D.Howells[] Letter to Clarence E.Buel (May 11, 1885)
Owen Wister[d Letter W.D.howells (May 21, 1885)
Henry James[] Letter W.D.howells (May 23, 1885)
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