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“ Criticism” is divided into four sections and represents the best criticism and interpretation of
Donne’ swriting: “ Donne and Metaphysical Poetry” includes seven seventeenth-century views
by contemporaries of Donne such as Ben Jonson, Thomas Carew, and John Dryden, among others;
“ Satires, Elegies, and Verse Letters” includes seven selections that offer social and literary context
for and insights into Donne’ s frequently overlooked early poems; “ Songs and Sonnets”
features six analyses of Donne’ s love poetry; and “ Holy Sonnets/Divine Poems” explores
Donne’ sstruggles as a Christian through four authoritative essays.

A Chronology of Donne’ s life and work, a Selected Bibliography, and an Index of Titles and
First Lines are also included.
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Preface

The texts of John Donne’ s Poetry
Satires
Satire 1.
Satire 2.
Satire 3.
Satire 4.
Satire 5.
Elegies
Elegy 1. The Bracelet.
Elegy 2. The Comparison.
Elegy 3. The Perfume.
Elegy 4. Jealousy.
Elegy 5.
Elegy 6.
Elegy 7. Love’ sWar.
Elegy 8. To His Mistress Going to Bed.
Elegy 9.
Elegy 10. The Anagram.
Elegy 11. On His Mistress.
Elegy 12. On His Picture.
Elegy 14. Love’ sProgress.
Elegy. Sappho to Philenis
Epithalamion Made at Lincoln’ s Inn.
Verse Letters To Several Personages



The Storm. To Mr. Christopher Brooke.

The Calm.

To Sir Henry Wotton. [* Here’ sno more news” ]

To Sir Henry Wotton. [* Sir, more than kisses” ]

To Mr. R[owland]. W[oodward]. [* Like one who’ in her third widowhood” ]
To Mr. T[homas]. W[oodward]. [* Haste thee harsh verse” ]
To Mr. T[homas]. W[oodward]. [“ Pregnant again” ]
To Mr. E[verard]. G[uilpin]. [* Even as lame things” ]
To Mr.S.B. [* O thou which to search” ]

To Mr.B.B. [* Isnotthy sacred hunger of science” ]

To Sir Henry Wotton at His Going Ambassador to Venice.
To the Countess of Bedford. [* Madam, Reason is our soul’ s left hand” ]
To the Countess of Bedford. [* Madam, You have refin’ d me” ]
Songs And Sonnets

The Message.

The Bait.

The Apparition.

The Broken Heart.

A Lecture upon the Shadow.

A Valediction Forbidding Mourning.

The Good Morrow.

Song: [Go and catch a falling star. ]

Woman’ s Constancy.

The Sun Rising.

The Indifferent.

Love’ s Usury.

The Canonization.

The Triple Fool.

Lovers’ Infiniteness.

Song: [Sweetest love, | do not go.]

The Legacy.

A Fever.

Air and Angels.

Break of Day.

The Prohibition.,

The Anniversary.

A Valediction of My Name in the Window.

Twicknam Garden.

A Valediction of the Book.

Community.

Love’ s Growth.

Love’ sExchange.



Confined Love.
The Dream.
A Valediction of Weeping.
Love’ s Alchemy.
The Flea.
The Curse.
The Ecstasy.
The Undertaking.
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