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They are perhaps the most famous literary instructions never followed: "Dearest Max, my last
request: Everything | leave behind me ... in the way of diaries, manu*s, letters (my own and
others"), sketches, and so on, [is] to be burned unread...." Thankfully, Max Brod did not honor his
friend Franz Kafka''s final wishes. Instead, he did everything within his power to ensure that Kafka"'s
work would find publication--including making some sweeping changes in the original texts. Until
recently, the world has known only Brod*'s version of Kafka, with its altered punctuation, word
order, and chapter divisions. Restoring much of what had previously been expunged, as well as the
fluid, oral quality of Kafka"s original German, Mark Harman"'s new translation of The Castle is a
major literary event.
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The story of K., the unwanted Land Surveyor who is never to be admitted to the Castle nor
accepted in the village, and yet cannot go home, seems to depict, like a dream from the deepest
recesses of consciousness, an inexplicable truth about the nature of existence. In his introduction,
Idris Parry shows that duality-to Kafka a perpetual human condition-lies at the heart of this
essentially imaginative magnum opus: dualities of certainty and doubt, hope and fear, reason and
nonsense, harmony and disintegration. Thus, The Castle is an unfinished novel that feels strangely
complete, in which a labyrinthine world, described in simple language and absurd fantasy, reveals a
profound truth. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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The son of a well-to-do merchant, Franz Kafka was born in Prague in 1883 and died of tuberculosis
in a sanitorium near Vienna in 1924. After earning a law degree in 1906, he worked most of his adult
life at the Workers Accident Insurance Company for the K
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