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O00000LG.* Skip” Wade decided to become a chemistry major during his sophomore
year at Rice University, while taking organic chemistry from Professor Ronald M. Magid. After
receiving his B.A. from Rice in 1969, Wade went on to Harvard University, where he did research
with Professor James D. White. While at Harvard, he served as the Head Teaching Fellow for the
organic laboratories and was strongly influenced by the teaching methods of two master educators,
Professors Leonard K. Nash and Frank H. Westheimer.

After completing his Ph.D. at Harvard in 1974, Dr. Wade joined the chemistry faculty at Colorado
State University. Over the course of fifteen years at Colorado State, Dr. Wade taught organic
chemistry to thousands of students working toward careers in all areas of biology, chemistry, human
medicine, veterinary medicine, and environmental studies. He also authored research papers in
organic synthesis and in chemical education, as well as eleven books reviewing current research in
organic synthesis. Since 1989, Dr. Wade has been a chemistry professor at Whitman College, where
he teaches organic chemistry and pursues interests in organic synthesis and forensic chemistry. Dr.
Wade received the A.E. Lange Award for Distinguished Science Teaching at Whitman in 1993.

Dr. Wade’ sinterest in forensic science has led him to testify as an expert witness in court cases
involving drugs and firearms, and he has worked as a police firearms instructor, drug consultant,
and boating safety officer. He also enjoys repairing and restoring old violins and bows, which he has
done professionally for many years.
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For two-semester courses in Organic Chemistry taken primarily by science and pre-health majors.
Organized around functional groups, Wade’ s text is known for its student-oriented
approach—incorporating problem solving help, orientation features, and complete discussions of
mechanisms. Wade explains concepts without taking the unnecessary short cuts that often lead to
misconceptions.

Wade’ s hallmark problem-solving approach includes unique strategies and hints to help students
focus on the individual steps of each reaction and how they contribute to the overall reaction. Wade
also employs the most pedagogically efficient method of mechanism boxes with its two-tiered
approach: Mechanism and Key Mechanism Boxes. Because there are over 100 mechanisms boxed
in every text, Wade delineates the 20“ Key” mechanisms that comprise nearly all of the
mechanisms students will encounter. This means Wade goes one additional and important step in
helping students identify and grapple with the smallest number of the most important concepts to
understand.
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