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The Enchanter is the Ur-Lolita, the precursor to Nabokov's classic novel. At once hilarious and
chilling, it tells the story of an outwardly respectable man and his fatal obsession with certain
pubescent girls, whose coltish grace and subconscious coquetry reveal, to his mind, a special bud on
the verge of bloom.
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Vladimir Vladimirovich Nabokov was born on April 23, 1899, inSt. Petersburg, Russia. The
Nabokovs were known for their highculture and commitment to public service, and the elder
Nabokov wasan outspoken opponent of antisemitism and one of the leaders of theopposition
party, the Kadets. In 1919, following the Bolshevikrevolution, he took his family into exile. Four
years later he wasshot and killed at a political rally in Berlin while trying toshield the speaker from
right-wing assassins.

The Nabokov household was trilingual, and as a child Nabokov wasalready reading Wells, Poe,
Browning, Keats, Flaubert, Verlaine,Rimbaud, Tolstoy, and Chekhov, alongside the popular
entertainmentsof Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Jules Verne. As a young man, hestudied Slavic and
romance languages at Trinity College, Cambridge,taking his honors degree in 1922. For the next
eighteen years helived in Berlin and Paris, writing prolifically in Russian underthe pseudonym Sirin
and supporting himself through translations,lessons in English and tennis, and by composing the
first crosswordpuzzles in Russian. In 1925 he married Vera Slonim, with whom hehad one child, a
son, Dmitri.
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