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Through encounters with sundry artists, musicians, students, bar owners, gangsters, prostitutes, and
slackers, Mexico assembles a compelling portrait of Chinald s contemporary youth culture and the
limits of Communist control. The bookL] s subjects include a twenty-seven-year-old self-taught
disaster photographer from the coal country in Shenyang; a twenty-nine-year-old mobster in
Qingdao; a twenty-two-year-old Hendrixian Uighur guitar player making a splash in Shanghai; a
Beijing university student who wishes that the system encouraged less rote memorization and more
original thought; and an investigative journalist who no longer publishes himself, instead leading
Western reporters to controversial stories. Mexico, a musician and poet who was a student in
Beijing and subsequently managed a night club, has assumed a pseudonym to avoid trouble with the
Chinese authorities. While occasionally anxious about his youth and his lack of credentials, he is a
good listener and knows how to tell a provocative and illuminating story.

0O

Introduction

1 The Peasant Who Likes to Take Pictures
2 The Black Society

3 The Chickens

4 The Best and the Brightest

5 The Slacker

6 The Uighur Jimi Hendrix

7 The Rabbit

8 The Most Polluted City in the World
9 The Bohemians

10 The Screenwriter

11 The Filmmaker

12 TheK:illers

13 The Real Hustler

14 ThePunks

15 The Journalist

16 A Night Out in Beijing
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