[1 The Little Engine That Could [Board Book]
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Although he is not very big, the Little Blue Engine agrees to try to pull a stranded train full of toys
over the mountain. On die-cut board pages.
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From Booklist

PreS-Gr. 1. The new edition of this American classic pairs theoriginal (1930) text with artwork by
Loren Long, whose previouspicture books include Madonna's Mr. Peabody's Apples (2003)
andWalt Whitman's When | Heard the Learn'd Astronomer (2004). Grand inscale but cozy in
effect, the impressive acrylic paintings usesubtle strokes of rich colors to create a series of
narrativescenes large enough to be clearly visible back to the last row ofstorytime or classroom. The
characters remain convincing as dolls,toys, and trains despite the slight changes in
expression,position, and emotion that bring them to life. The most memorableelements of the
artwork, though, are the fluid lines, roundedshapes, and warm colors of the lyrical landscapes,
which arereminiscent of paintings by Thomas Hart Benton. Chances are theunassuming Little Blue
Engine never expected such a handsomeshowcase, even for her finest hour, but this edition
provides abrilliant new setting that many readers will prefer to the originalpicture book. Carolyn
Phelan
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